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ABSTRACT

This thesis is of three purposes namely: to study the phenomena in organ
donation in the Thai society, to study the Buddhist Doctrines in organ donation and to
study the Buddhist options towards the organ donation in the Thai society. This thesis is
that of the documentary research and the field research. It is carried out by sending out
513 questionnaires to three groups of people and using the SPSS programme for
analyzing.

The results of the research are

The number of cadaveric donors for organ transplantation are not enough.
According to the medical therapy, the organ donation can heip the patients who have
the end stage organs in failure because of the death and bring them back to become
the new healthy life. However, it has been shown that the number of patients who are
waiting for organ transplantation remain high.

One can find the matter of organ donation in the Buddhist Doctrines as a kind
of Dana access perfection [Upaparanii] which Phra Bodhisatta used this way to be an
Arahant (Noble One). The Buddhist Doctrines support the organ donation. The Buddha

teaches a man to know that life consists of five aggregates which are under the Laws of
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Karma and the three common characteristics. When a man dies, he can’t bring his
body to be in the next life, so, we should not attach to our body. Death is the connection
of the soul from this life to the next one, depending on the power of Karma which a man
has done before. The comparison of death in the Buddhist Doctrines and in the medical
aspect is different in the matter of death. In the medical aspect, the decision of death is
the brain death, but the death in Buddhism means the soul moving out from the body.

In the field research, there are three groups of those who answered the
questionnaires. The first group is the exemplar group consisting of those who have
already held the organ donor cards. The second group is the exemplar group
consisting the general people who have not yet donated the organs. The third group is
the exemplar group having the knowiedge of Buddhism. The first and the third groups
agree with the higher ideas in Buddhism than the second group in statistical
significance of 0.01. Regarding the people in the first and the third groups, they have
the same ideas about Buddhism. Those who are in the first group and the third group
agree with the medical knowledge higher than the second group in statistical
significance of 0.01 and 0.05 in order. Regarding the people in the first and the third
groups, they have the same medical knowledge.

In conclusion, Buddhism plays a major role in the process of making the Thai

people to donate their organs to help patients who have organ failure.
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