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Abstract

The objectives of this thesis were as follows : to study conceptual
framework and theoretical framework of spirit mediumships , to analyse
Buddhist doctrine (Buddhadhamma) which related to the rituals of the
mediums, to study Buddhist doctrine applied to the rituals of the mediums ,to
study the relationships between the Triple Gem and the mediums and to study
the influence of the mediums in present Thai society. In making this thesis,
many reference books had been used, together with participant observation in 3
rituals and interviewed 16 mediums, including a questionnaire was used for 95
population data. The SPSS for windows version 11 program was used for data
analysis , such as frequency ,percentage , standard deviation and t-test were
revealed into many Tables. The findings of this thesis showed :

1.The anthropological ,sociological ,psychological and animism -
spiritualism are conceptual framework and theoretical framework of spirit
mediumships were used in the analysis of the data obtained.

2. The 3 principles of Buddhist doctrine (Buddhadhamma) which
related to the rituals of the mediums were confidence(Faith-Saddha),
Karma(Deed) and performing meritorious acts (Perfection-Parami).

Confidence is the belief in one thought by have no proof, and no
reason. The beliefs of the mediums were manifested in their rituals.

Karma, the mediums performed rituals in Karma context following
Buddhist significance, but not Karma theory in Buddhism context. Therefore ,



Karma such as doing good in order to get the return goodness, both in the part
of the materials and the satisfaction.

Performing meritorious acts caused the system of the devoting in all
formats of the medium’s followers.

3. Confidence, Karma, and performing meritorious acts applied to the
rituals(such as ceremonial greets a teacher - wai kru) were integrative and
homogeneously succeed. The Triple Gem recall manifested medium’s beliefs
and combined with superstition.

4. The relationships of mediums and Triple Gem are in the condition
of believability. The mediums who propagated Buddhism are leader and
persons who confidence in Triple Gem which respect in high-level.

5. Consultant is the high role of mediums and the influence of the
mediums to Thai society of the culture, economy and administration politics
were showed in the middle level.

For the results of 16 interviewed mediums were revealed that the
majority of mediumships types were the conscious channels, most kinds of
"Entities" were hermit. The Buddhist beliefs of the mediums that mentions
topmost were belief in merit-sins, belief in dhamma practice, belief in Triple
Gem, belief in the hell -heaven, and belief in the Nirvana respectively.
Buddhist rituals of the mediums that assembles topmost were prayer and pay
respect to the Buddha, next were precept rituals. The relations between
Buddhist beliefs and Buddhist rituals of the mediums showed that the majority
beliefs pertaining to Buddhist rituals of mediums that mentions topmost
were the belief in dhamma practice, next the belief in prayers. In addition, the
mediums that other Supernatural beliefs, the rituals that do topmost were the
ceremonial greets a teacher (wai kru), next taking bowl (allowing oneself to
become medium).
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