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ABSTRACT

This research work is the qualitative research aiming to study and compare the
friendship in the Theravdda Buddhist philosophy and Aristotle’s one in order to study the
likeness and the differences of the way of thinking about friendship in both philosophies.

From the study it is found that the friendship in the Buddhist philosophy means
the loving and intimate friendship with friendly sentiment to one another. There may be or
may not be a share of happiness and suffering among them who are friends. Friendship in

Theravada Buddhist is of 2 kinds : fair weather friend and true friend. The term “Kalya

namitra” means the true friend with virtue and goodness shown to others.

The friendship in the Aristotle’s view means one of the virtues necessary for
all men in conducting their lives or the way to the justice for creating the peaceful society. It
consists of 3 types as follows:

1. Friendship based on utility.

2. Friendship based on pleasure.

3. Perfect friendship based on goodness.

The friendships in both the Buddhist philosophy and Aristotle’s one can occur
at all time either between parents and their children, or between teachers and pupils,

husbands and wives, young men and senior people, or employers and employees, friends and



(€)

friends, administrators and those under the administration, the Buddhist monks and the
laymen, even sometimes the friendship based on the utility, pleasure or the fair weather
friend, but this can be developed towards the true friends or friendship based on goodness at
the end. It is very important that each of them must understand the solicitude, the
responsibility or the virtue of being human being.

However, from the study, it is found that if all men in the society have
friendships towards one another, they would easily get the following benefits (1) Physical
perfection or goodness (2) Mental perfection or goodness to make human beings develop
their lives and societies in the perfect way which would be the best route leading to the
ultimate goodness without inclining to one side or another and to the virtue of impartiality.
The most important point is that all men in the society shall not be in loneliness but shall be
encouraged to create themselves and the society as well as the country to be better and be

able to lead their lives happily in the society.
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