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Abstract

This dissertation is comprised of 3 objectives; 1) to study the history and
structure of Sarmvannana in Theravada Buddhism, 2) to study the types of
Sarmmvannana of Pali literature in Inwa period, and 3) to analyze the explanation
method in commentary and sub-commentary on the Dhammapada. The study was
documentary research by taking primary sources from Tipitaka, 8 divisions of
Khuddakanikaya starting from Yamakavagga up to Sahassavagga with its commentary
and sub-commentary in Thailand and Myanmar. Data was analyzed, composed in
descriptive style setting Pali terms at first then describing it by one term and many
terms.

Results of research found that that Buddha and his disciple Mahakassapa-
thera and Anandathera had given explanation of Pali terms. In 9-10 B.E. the famous
commentator, Buddhaghosa officially had composed commentaries in Palilanguage,
then in 14-18 B.E. there were found explanations of some sub-commentators. So the

explanation method was found in Buddha’s time until present. There are 3 types of



explanation method: 1) Explanation of general terms which consists of 3 kinds;
Ullingasarmvannana or the explanation of meaning of Pali terms with ‘Iti" word as
preamble, Vuttisarmvannana or the explanation of meaning of continuing terms
without ‘Iti” word and Sambandhasamvannana or the explanation of term meanings
related to each term by ending with Sambandho word; 2) The explanation of Pali
terms classified into 4 types: Noun explanation, prefix explanation, Nipata
explanation and declension explanation. The study of Samvannana or explanation of
Pali terms will help those who learn Palilanguage, commentaries and sub-
commentaries of Tipitaka scripture to gain the deep knowledge of Buddha’s teaching.
Moreover, the researcher added the appendix of topic called as Pakinnaka-
samvannana or miscellaneous explanation, the explanation which focuses on
purpose of Buddha’s teaching or Pali, commentator and sub-commentator is called
as Abhogasarmvannana and the explanation of the term meanings by using

vocabularies or phrases to fulfill the true meanings.
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