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ABSTRACT

In this research on a comparative study of the concept of Mind and Body in
Rene Descartes’s philosophy and Theravada Buddhist Philosophy, the researcher aims
at understanding the similarity, difference and relation of Mind and Body in both’s
philosophies.

This is a documentary research. The contents of this research are divided
into five chapters as follows:

Chapter 1 :  Introduction

Chapter2:  The concept of Mind and Body, mind and body on relation and
criticism in Descartes’s philosophy and attitude of the researcher towards this.

Chapter3:  The concept of Mind and Body on relation and disagreement in

Theravada Buddhist philosophy and attitude of the researcher towards this.



(€)
Chapter4: A comparative study of Mind and Body in two schools of philosophy
following the principle of a comparative analysis and attitude the researcher
towards a comparative analysis.
Chapter 5:  Conclusion and Suggestion
From this research, it was found that the concept of Mind and Body in two
schools of philosophy is both similar and different. Descartes’s philosophy pointed out
that body is an extended and unthinking substance. it cannot think. But mind or
soul is athinking and unextended substance. it can think. Both mind and Body do
not connect and relate to each other. But they can subsist by themselves. However,
they can connect and relate together through the pineal gland. But Theravada
Buddhist philosophy pointed out that body isa destructible matter. It consists of the
four primary matters (Mahabhutarupa) and the twenty-four secondary (derivative)
matters (Upadayarupa). But mind is the consciousness or mental process, it can
acknowledge many sense-object. Both mind and body are connected and are dependent
upon each other. They cannot subsist by themselves. They must connect and relate to
each other. However, mind is the most important factor of human life in Theravada

Buddhist philosophy.
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